
Colossians 1.12-14, Qualified, Delivered, Redeemed (Wednesday Night) 

We are Qualified because Jesus died for our sins, v. 12 
• Qualified — made adequate, sufficient, worthy


- 2 Corinthians 3.4-6, 

• Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we 

are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our 
sufficiency is from God, who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new 
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit 
gives life. 

- Do you feel inadequate or unworthy? Well, you are…on your own. But he has 
qualified you; he has made you adequate and worthy.

• 1 Corinthians 15.9-10, 


- For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what 
I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. 

• Inheritance of the saints in light

- The riches are not earthly or worldly, but heavenly.

• That’s why in 3.23-24, Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not 

for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your 
reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 

• Jesus says to build up treasures in heaven.


It is God who qualifies us and gives us the inheritance. We do not ‘pass the test’ 
and qualify ourselves. We can never outdo Jesus.

• Ephesians 1.11-12, 


- In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to 
the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so 
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.


• God does it for us. And he does it through the sacrificial death of Jesus…


We are qualified because Jesus died for our sins 
• Hebrews 9.15-17, 


- Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called 
may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that 
redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. For 
where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be 
established. For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as 
the one who made it is alive. 



We are Delivered because Jesus rose to new life, v. 13 
• Delivered — rescue, to draw to oneself


• Matthew 6.13, 

- Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.


- From domain of darkness

• NOT from kingdom of darkness—like the kingdom of his beloved Son—but the 

domain or realm or influence. This is not one place specifically, but anywhere 
that Jesus is not. We can think of this like the wilderness where Adam and Eve 
were cast. Away from the presence of God. Into the outer darkness.


• Transferred — moved to another place

- Used when kings would conquer another kingdom or people. The people 

would be uprooted from their homes and transferred to another land. This 
happened to the Israelites when they were conquered by Babylon.


- The purpose of this is to remove your sense of identity and erase your history. 
You have been conquered, and who you once were you are no longer.

• In Christ, we have died to our sins and risen to new life. Who we once were, 

we are no longer. You cannot go back there, it is not your home. Those are not 
your people, you have been born again. You have a new identity in Christ. 


- And this is not my kingdom, but his kingdom. I do not get my own kingdom or 
my own planet. I have been transferred to and am a citizen of the kingdom of 
Jesus Christ.

• Yes, this speaks of his eternal kingdom. But also speaks of his rule over our 

lives right now. Darkness and sin no longer have rule over our hearts—Jesus 
does.


And it is through Jesus that we have Redemption, the Forgiveness of sins, v. 14

• Redemption — release of payment or debt

• Forgiveness — send away


• The debt for our sins has been paid. We no longer stand guilty. We have been set 
free. We are made worthy. We are given born again.


• Ephesians 1.7, 

- In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 

trespasses, according to the riches of his grace. 

• Romans 3.23-25, 

- For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his 

grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put 
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 



Summary: 
• Through faith in the sacrificial death of Jesus, we are qualified. We are made worthy 

by his blood, shed for our sins.

• Through his resurrection, we are delivered. With Jesus we are brought from death to 

life. We are given new life in his kingdom—here and now, and for all eternity.

• This is the result of our redemption, the forgiveness of our sins.


- We do not earn it. We can never pay it back. Jesus did for us what we could never 
do for ourselves. And, like Paul says at the beginning of verse 12, we should give 
thanks to God for making this possible.


